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In the United States indications exist that similar action may soon 
be under active discussion. President Steward of the National Asso- 
ciation of Federal Employees has urged the reorganization of the civil 
service commission, to be composed in the future of an equal number 
of representatives of the government, of the public, and of the civil 
service employees. 4 The congressional joint committee on reclassifica- 
tion of salaries proposes the establishment of a civil service advisory 
council to be composed of twelve members, two representatives selected 
by the employees, from their own number, from each of the three main 
groups of services (manual, clerical, and professional), one of each 
group being a man, and one a woman; and six representatives of the 
administrative staff appointed by the President, all holding office for 
one year. 6 The functions of the council suggested are to consider 
suggested changes in the civil service rules or regulations affecting 
the personnel of the service and other matters on which the advice of 
the council may be of assistance. The council is to have authority to 
offer to the civil service commission recommendations on any question 
coming under the jurisdiction of the commission. It is proposed to 
authorize the council to establish personnel committees in the depart- 
mental units and to consider personnel questions affecting more than 
one department in response to requests coming from the personnel 
committees. The joint reclassification committee urge this proposal 
in order to improve the morale and the efficiency of the service, and to 
foster the good will necessary for effective service. "The government 
may not properly fail to take into account the best interests and the 
best development of its employees who are engaged in working out its 
purposes and plans." 

L. D. White. 

University of Chicago. 

Presidential Election in Chile. Arturo Alessandri, whose inaugura- 
tion as president of Chile took place on December 23, entered upon his 
five-year term as the victor in a political campaign which attracted 
attention beyond his own country. He is the first member of the 
Eadical party, and the first representative of the middle class, to 
attain the Chilean presidency. His friends assert, too, that he is the 
first and only " dry" South American president. 

4 Annual Report, Civil Service Reform League, 1919, p. 28. 

5 Report of the Congressional Joint Commission on Reclassification of 
Salaries, House Document 686, 66 Cong., 2d sess., pp. 130-132. 
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There are seven political parties in Chile: Conservative, Liberal, 
Democratic, Nationalist, Radical, Liberal Democratic and Socialist. 
The Conservative party, made up of the land-owners and the aristo- 
cratic families, derives additional strength because it is the Catholic 
party. The Liberals, favoring moderate reforms, and the Democrats, 
representing the numerically small group of artisans and workingmen, 
have never taken an anti-clerical position. But the Radicals, in addi- 
tion to an aggressive program of social and economic reform, bitterly 
oppose the interference of the Church in state affairs. The National- 
ists consist of the personal followers of Montt, a former president, and 
the Liberal Democrats are the followers of, Balmaceda. The Bal- 
macedistas have, for several administrations, exercised a powerful influ- 
ence in the Chilean Congress. 

Alessandri was supported by the Radicals, the Democrats, most of 
the Liberals, and a part of the Liberal Democrats; these four groups 
constituting the Liberal Alliance. His opponent, Luis Barros Borgono, 
a distinguished Liberal, had the support of the Unionistas, or Coali- 
tion, consisting of the Conservatives, the Nationalists, a few Liberals, 
and some of the Liberal Democrats. The Socialists supported neither 
Alessandri nor Borgono, although in the later part of the campaign, if 
not earlier, their sympathies were with Alessandri, who was looked 
upon as the friend of the common people. Borgono, on the other 
hand, had not only the support of the Church and the oligarchical 
groups, but the friendship of the out-going administration. The 
sympathies of the army, however, were said to be with Alessandri. 

The Chilean constitution provides that the President shall be chosen 
by an electoral college whose three hundred and fifty-four members 
are elected by popular vote. At the election of the electors on June 
25, 1920, the returns indicated a very close race, and when the electors 
met on July 25, the result of their balloting was 179 for Alessandri and 
174 for Borgono. This was not necessarily final, as the constitution 
gives the Congress power to decide on the validity of the vote. The 
Borgono group brought charges of fraud and proceeded to contest the 
election, and the Alessandri faction feared that the influence of the 
administration would be used to throw the election to Borgono. For- 
tunately for the political peace of Chile, it was finally agreed to submit 
the case to a specially constituted Court of Honor, whose decision, 
while having no legal status or constitutional authority, all parties 
agreed to accept. This Court, made up of two ex-vice-presidents, 
the president of the Senate, the president of the Chamber of Deputies, 
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and three other persons chosen by these four, decided by a vote of 
five to two that the vote showed 177 ballots for Alessandri and 176 for 
Borgono, with one vote annulled. This decision was quietly accepted 
by the Borgono followers, and Chile's "Hayes-Tilden" contest was at 
an end. The calmness with which the losers in this bitter contest 
accepted the decision indicates that Chile is no longer a state in which 
a presidential election is likely to result in open revolution. 

The new president assumed office on a platform which promised a 
revision of the constitution of 1833, the abrogation of the parliamen- 
tary system and the return to the presidential form of government, 
greater autonomy for the provinces, and heavy taxes upon private 
wealth. The president has stated that he favors the settlement of the 
vexatious boundary dispute with Peru in accordance with the treaty 
of Ancon. 

Allessandri's friends are most optimistic concerning his administra- 
tion. They expect him to restore Chile's somewhat disordered finances, 
and to take a stand for international good-will in South America. 
They believe that his frequently quoted expressions, "Pese a quien 
pesara, sere presidente," (Weigh upon whom it may, I will be president), 
and "El odio es esteril, solo el amor es fecundo," (Hate is sterile, only 
love is fruitful), are indications of the spirit in which he will perform 
the duties of his office. 

B. A. Arneson. 

Ohio Wesleyan University. 



